amateur farming; but the counter and
abacus were abhorred. We knew the wis-
dom of this social arrangement. Montes-
quieu has made it clear that the debarring
of the nobility from mercantile pursuits was
an admirable social policy, in that it prevent-
ed wealth from accumulating in the hands of
the powerful. The separation of power and
riches kept the distribution of the latter
more nearly equable. Professor Dill, the
author of " Roman Society in the Last
Century of the Western Empire," has
brought afresh to our mind that one cause
of the decadence of the Roman Empire,
was the permission given to the nobility
to engage in trade, and the consequent
monopoly of wealth and power by a minori-
ty of the senatorial families.

Commerce, therefore, in feudal Japan did
not reach that degree of development
which it would have attained under freer
conditions. The obloquy attached to the
calling naturally brought within its pale
such as cared little for social repute. " Call
one a thief and he will steal:" put a stigma
on a calling and its followers adjust their
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